
 

 

Press release 
 

 
 

“THE COURAGE TO CARE”  
according to Doraja Eberlé, 

Chairwoman of ERSTE Foundation Managing Board 
(Vienna - Austria) 

 
 
 
The Zermatt Summit Foundation and its members have decided on “The 
Courage to Dare” as the theme of the fifth Zermatt Summit. As globalisation 
starts to show its limits and downsides, certain leaders have decided to dare to 
take care of others and to turn a new page in their own environments. 
 
Ms. Doraja Eberle has often shown the courage to take care of populations in 
difficulty. Numerous awards, such as the Mitteleuropapreis of the Institute for 
the Danube Region and Central Europe or the Peacebuilding Award  “The Power 
of One” of the EastWest Institute in New York bear testament to Doraja Eberle’s 
social commitment. In 1991 she founded “Bauern helfen Bauern” (Farmers 
helping farmers) and devoted her time to helping people suffering in the 
conflicts in former Yugoslavia. As a social worker for more than 10 years, she 
became a Minister in the Regional Government of Salzburg until 2010.  
 
Today, Doraja Eberle heads ERSTE Foundation, a private Austrian savings banks 
Foundation and the main shareholder of Erste Group.  
 
ERSTE Foundation invests part of its dividends in the development of societies in 
Austria and Central and South Eastern Europe. It supports social participation 
and civil-society engagement; it aims to bring people together and disseminate 
knowledge of the recent history of a region that has been undergoing dramatic 
changes since 1989. As an active foundation, it develops its own projects within 
the framework of three programmes: Social Development, Culture and Europe.  
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The following personalities have already agreed to share their experiences with us: 
 

 Naftali Brawer – President and CEO, Spiritual Capital Foundation 

 Hubert de Boisredon – President and CEO, Armor Group 

 Nicolas Buttet – Founder, Eucharistein Fraternity 

 Francesca-Immacolata Chaouqui – Member of The Economic Commission to 
reform the Holy See 

 Hannah Chung – Founder of Sproutel - Chief Creative Officer 

 Doraja Eberlé – Erste Stiftung - President 

 Pierre-Yves Gomez – Economist – Director IFGE 

 Pamela Hartigan – Founder of the Skoll Foundation, partner of Volans Ventures 

 Rodrigo Jordan – President of the National Foundation for Overcoming Poverty – 
Mountaineer 

 Antonio Meloto, Founder of Gawad Kalinga 

 Melchior de Muralt, MD of Pury Pictet Turrettini and Vice-President of Blue 
Orchard Finance 

 Paul Rose – Explorer and Vice-President of the Royal Geographical Society 

 Hisham el Sherif – President of IT Investments Group, Founder of Nile Online 

 Edouard Tétreau, MD of Mediafin 

 Laurent Wauquiez, French MOP, Mayor of Puy-en-Velay, France and former 
Minister of State 

 Jochen Zeitz, Co-founder and Co-director of The B-team. Founder of the Zeitz 
Foundation 

 
The first four summits scored a resounding success, thanks to the relevance of their 

themes and the committed and persuasive speakers who appeared. 
 

 2010 – Changing Hearts and Minds 

 2011 – Servant Leadership 

 2012 – About the Common Good 

 2013 – Business & NGOs: Building Partnerships of Winners 
 
About the Zermatt Summit 
 

Created in 2010 as a primary international platform, it promotes a constructive, action 
oriented dialogue between key stakeholders from different universes who share the 
same purpose. Its role is to inspire, connect and empower high profile entrepreneurs, 
business leaders, economists, political and spiritual leaders and NGO representatives 
who strive to be catalysts of a more inclusive and human globalization. 
Through a uniquely designed program, the Zermatt Summit team takes participants on 



 

 

an intense two-day journey to share a vision for a better society, develop models for a 
more human and sustainable world while changing their hearts and minds in the 
process. 
 
Since 2010, it has empowered, inspired and connected over 800 leaders who want to 
put meaning in their actions and “humanize globalization”.  
It fosters responsible participation of all of society s stakeholders and engages them to 
serve the common good and the human person.  

For more information, go to www.zermattsummit.org 

 
 

Media contact 
 

HIGH RP Sàrl 
Sabine Glotin 

Place du Molard, 9 
1204 Geneva, Switzerland 

Tel: 0041 22 310 82 14 
e-mail: sabine.glotin@high-rp.ch 

x-msg:/--596-www.zermattsummit.org

