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Different leadership is possible 

 
The New Leaders Forum, a Zermatt Summit Foundation event, explored the strength of the 
Common Good against global chaos. The event favors ethical engagement over righteous 

indignation in restoring the human person to its rightful place at the heart of globalization. 
 
 
A few short months before the third edition of Zermatt Summit, its founders organized the first edition 
of Zermatt New Leaders Forum in Paris to open debate on the Common Good, which will be the focus of 
this year’s Zermatt Summit, June 21-23, in Zermatt, Switzerland. 
 
The goal of the founders and all participants to both events is to place the human person at the center 
of the globalization process through conscientious, concerted actions at the service of a different 
leadership; one that is committed , motivated and centered around respect for human dignity. 
 
“Of course indignation has its part to play, but we must not let it prevent us from being constantly 
amazed at how much good is being done in the world. Commit, react, and rally!  Different leadership is 
possible. Leadership inspired by the Common Good, centered on human dignity and providing meaning 
at each level of an organization; more successful leadership in which all stakeholders are committed and 
find fulfillment,” explained Christopher Wasserman, President of the Zermatt Summit Foundation. 
 
“The Common Good is ‘living well, living together’. It is simple to see how central this is to our society, 
yet it remains so very difficult to explain. Political figures have a role to play in our quest for the Common 
Good. Indeed, it is their sacred mission, sheparding key actors and the society towards the Common 
Good,” continued Father Nicolas Buttet, one of the Zermatt Summit Foundation’s board members. 
 
 
The Zermatt New Leaders Forum 

The Zermatt New Leaders Forum on Friday, March 9, 2012, in Paris, was an occasion for several 
prominent speakers to share moving testimonials that served as the basis for later discussions. It was 
also the first time France hosted a presentation of the Right Livelihood Award, a veritable alternative to 
the Nobel Prize. 
 
Rama Yade (former Minister and current Counselor for France’s Ile de France Region), Frédérique Bedos 
(Founder of the Imagine Project), Denis Terrien (President of the Business and Progress Association and 
CEO of 3 Suisses International Group) and François-Daniel Migeon (Director of the French Directorate 
for State Modernization) provided their own definitions of the Common Good based on life experience.  
 
For Rama Yade, “we are in a world of multiple crises, a certain chaos reigns whose cause and meaning 
are still unclear. Our quest for understanding must include a permanent struggle to expand and defend 
human rights, the superior interest of humanity.” 
 
The audience, of over 200 people in total, was composed of motivated young professionals – 
tomorrow’s leaders, entrepreneurs, artists, managers, and employees – in addition to current leaders 
who question and seek change in the current model.  
 
 



 
 
About the Zermatt Summit 
 
The Zermatt Summit will be held for the third consecutive year June 21-23, 2012, and welcome over 200 
entrepreneurs, economists, politicians and NGO representatives from throughout the world who share a common 
vision of globalization. They gather to discuss ideas for a different, more human globalization, one which re-centers 
the human and individual responsibility. The theme of the 2012 Zermatt Summit is ‘Towards the Common Good’. 

 

For more information on the Summit (program, speakers, etc.) visit the website at www.zermattsummit.org  
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