
 

 

Program

Entrepreneurship to 
serve the common good

zermattsummit.org
Version 5.9.2019
The program may still have content and time changes

8th
Edition
in Zermatt

12.–14.9.2019



The Zermatt Summit

Why another Summit?

Our current economic model has become unsustainable, it 
has lost its moral and political legitimacy. In the competitive 
market economy it has shown a continuous ability to be 
creative and to increase wealth. In the last decades, there 
has been a progressive blurring of its link with the global 
common good and a significant loss of our capacity to 
regulate it. Economics have been disconnected from 
ethics and politics as financial capitalism tends to nurture a 
speculative race where money creates more money without 
sufficiently investing in the economy of goods and services 
useful to mankind. Destruction of the planet and its bio-
diversity, growing inequality and poverty, injustice, exclusion 
and alienation are some of the dysfunctions likely to have 
significant negative consequences for future generations.

What makes us unique?

The spirit of the Zermatt Summit engages the heart and 
minds (not only intelligence), the conscious and spiritual 
dimensions of leadership. A concern for the person and 
respect for personal values. Everyone has a responsibility and 
is a changemaker. A framework to assist in making innova-
tive ideas come to life and transform business enterprise.

What we do?

Vision: To harness/to mobilize the power of business and 
finance for the common good in our globalized world.

Our values: We engage our community to promote values 
such as the dignity of people, reciprocity, integrity, solidarity 
and fairness, sustainability, accountability and courage. We 
foster responsible participation of all stakeholders in particular 
business and engage them to serve the common good and 
the human person.

The common good is the sum of social and environmental  
conditions which allow people as individuals and as groups 
to be fulfilled. Servant leaders are the ones willing to 
mobilize their talents to serve others, their organization and 
society at large. Servant leaders are a powerful force for 
change in organizations. We view humanizing as the force 
which enables the individual person to be respected in all 
it’s dimensions and which empowers leaders to care for the 
people in their organization as a priority. We encourage  
unifying private and professional values in order to  
reconnect with the purpose and dignity of work.

Highlights

– Over 200 speakers and 1000 participants from  
45 countries 

– Direct and indirect financial investments in  
innovative projects 

– Innovative entrepreneurs’ network
– Follow up and implementation of new ventures  

and entrepreneurial projects
– Deep dive
– Club of 100
– Knowledge circle 

Key topics

2010 «The Courage to Dare I»
2011 «Servant Leaders»
2012 «The Common Good»
2013 «Business & NGOs building partnerships of winners»
2014 «The Courage to Dare II»
2017 «Humanizing Innovation I»
2018 «Humanizing Innovation II: 
 An economic revolution inspired by nature»

Who we are?

Run by the Zermatt Summit foundation, an independent 
non-for-profit organization recognized as being of public  
utility by the Swiss Confederation. The convener is Christopher 
Wasserman, president and founder of the Zermatt Summit 
foundation, president of Terolab Surface Group.

Who should attend?

Primarily aimed at business/financial leaders and entrepre-
neurs, in an action-oriented dialogue together with change-
makers from civil society, academics, education, fine arts, 
architecture, medicine, spirituality and the public sector. The 
Zermatt Summit annual conference program is a catalyst to 
inspire, to share innovation and to translate new business 
development models into action, prioritizing human dignity 
in our globalized world.



«The Zermatt Summit is a recognized platform to 
make our planet more sustainable, economically, so-
cially and environmentally by developing a practical 
consensus among stakeholders.»
Mohan Munasinge
Nobel prize co-winner

«The Zermatt Summit was a spark to create the Blue-
print for better business initiative in the UK.»
Charles Wookey
CEO, A Blueprint for Better Business

«Sharing values, what we think about ethics in 
growing a business, respect for others, listening how 
companies do this are important reasons to come to 
the Zermatt Summit.»
Carlo d’Asaro Biondo
CEO Google Europe, Middle east and Africa

«How to explore ethics to affect our personal com-
mitment but also bringing ethics in government.»
Hernando de Soto,
Economist and author, president Institute for Liberty and 
Democracy Peru

«The Zermatt Summit provides a great opportunity to 
re-engage and re-inspire for the challenges ahead.»
Rob Cameron
CEO Sustainability UK

«Nature has an incredibly efficient business model. 
There’s no waste in nature, no pollution, and no 
unemployment. Nature is never concerned about its 
“core business” or about “economies of scale”. Nature 
respects limits.»
Prof. Dr. Gunter Pauli
Author of “The Third Dimension” and “The Blue Economy”,
founder of ZERI

«While many so-called “World” Summits generating 
debates and controversies most often conclude on 
a note of self-satisfaction, the effervescence of the 
Zermatt Summit inspires change.»
Father Nicolas Buttet
Member of the Zermatt Summit Board, Founder Eucharistein 
and Philanthropos Institute

«Knowledge is more valuable than oil. Anybody 
selling knowledge is richer than anybody selling oil. 
Apple, Google and Facebook are more valuable com-
panies than Exxon, the wealthiest oil company in the 
world. The second major observation is that nature 
provides the largest knowledge deposit in the planet. 
That’s why presidents should search for biodiversity 
in their countries rather than for oil.»
Dr. Idriss Aberkane
Researcher, entrepreneur, author of “Free up your mind!”

«The most important innovation is a changed mind-
set. Future success will be determined by a mindset 
that does not assume that the future is a continua-
tion of the past.»
Mamphela Ramphele
Apartheid activist, former Vice-Chancellor at University of 
Cape Town, former Managing Director of the World Bank

We need long-term thinking. In the old days, that 
was the natural thing to do. Every forester planted 
trees with a vision of 100 or 200 years beyond his 
own lifespan. Cathedrals were built over genera-
tions. Civilizations have arisen based on the virtue of 
respecting the long term. Today we live in an age of 
quarterly reports of the companies that dominate the 
market.»
Ernst Ulrich von Weizsaecker
Co-President of the Club of Rome



Day 1
Thursday, 12.9.2019

  IVANKA MILENKOVIC   Founder, CEO, expert in microbiology of Ekofungi
  
  She realized successfully dozens of projects all around the world, with one common mission: 
  creating sustainable business based on the local resources and rules if the nature. In 2008, 
  in cooperation with Turin University, she presented the first mushrooms cultivated on coffee 
  waste, which is today paradigm for the Blue economy way of doing business

  HANS STIER    Founder, CEO, lawyer from education of Bonaverde Coffee
  
  He is the founder of one of Germany’s biggest crowdfunding successes, Bonaverde. With 
  their revolutionary concept of the world’s first roast-grind-brew coffee machine, the goal is 
  to de-commoditize coffee and empower coffee farmers all around the world 

  DR. SUAT TOPSU    President of Erganeo

  “Understanding the Present, Imagining the future and Making it real… this is my Passion.” 
  Is a quote him often uses to describe himself – inventor of LiFi and partner of Ellipz 
  Smart Solutions, he is recognized by the international scientific community as the leading 
  entity on light based internet technology

 14:45 – 15:15 Keynote 1
  From liberalism to common good
  ADRIAN PABST    Political scientist, dean University Kent, Canterbury 
  
  He is a regular contributor to the international press on geopolitics, political economy, Europe
  and religion e.g. for The Guardian

 15:15 – 16:15 Round table 1 and break-out moderated by Urs Gredig
  Progress report on-site projects 2018–2019
  STEPHAN WRAGE    Founder, CEO, awarded Chairman of Skysails
  
  For developing the SkySails he has been honored as “Outstanding Young Person” selected
  “Eco Manager of the Year” and was winner of Roland Gutsch Project Management Award

 14:00 – 14:15 Opening of the Zermatt Summit 2019
  URS GREDIG   Head of Programs CNN Money Switzerland

  The sympathetic, well-known and multilingual moderator leads through the entire event. 
  He introduces the speakers and summarizes what has been said.

 14:15 – 14:30 Initiation speech
  Energy concept for a mountain village
  ROMY BINER-HAUSER    Mayor of Zermatt
 
  Next to striving for a more sustainable future for her beautiful village and attracting initiatives  
  from all over the world to make Zermatt as energy-independed as possible

 14:30 – 14:45 Welcome address
  Entrepreneurship to serve the common good
  CHRISTOPHER WASSERMAN    Founder and President of the Zermatt Summit Foundation
  Christopher is an experienced and skilled entrepreneur. Having run companies at the very 
  cutting edge of various technologies, he redesigned his path of life and is currently investing 
  his time in installing social and sustainable entrepreneurship all over the world

 16:15 – 17:00 Break-out sessions 
  Moderated in-depth discussions in small groups with the panelists Stephan Wrage, 
  Ivanka Milenkovic, Hans Stier and Dr. Suat Topsu. The topics will be the selected on-site 
  projects on LiFi, coffee and SkySails

After the individual arrival and check-in at your hotel, please register at the Summit at 
Hotel Mont Cervin Palace, Bahnhofstrasse 31, 3920 Zermat. The reception is open from 12 o’clock.



Coffee bar open from 12–18h

Possibility to sign the Anti-Illicit-Trade-Declaration at designated area

  Alps Dinner Sunnegga
 18:30 Meetingpoint at the reception of the Hotel Mont Cervin Palace. 10-minute, guided walk to 
  the valley station at Vispastrasse 32, 3920 Zermatt
 18:55 – 19:00 Zermatt – Sunnegga with Sunnegga-Rothorn-Funicular
 22:00 – 22:05 Sunnegga – Zermatt with Sunnegga-Rothorn-Funicular
  It can be very cold at this altitude; please dress casual, warmly and wear good shoes!

 17:30 – 18:00 Elizabeth Sombart and the Resonnance Quintet play Ludwig van Beethoven
  Elizabeth Sombart, piano; Nathanaëlle Marie, violin; Saskia Lethiec, violin;
  Vinciane Béranger, alto; Christophe Beau, cello; Rémy Yulzari, basse

 17:00 – 17:30 Keynote 2
  The Blue Economy: a part of the Lavazza strategy
  GIUSEPPE LAVAZZA   Vice-President Lavazza Group
  
  International sustainability projects in coffee-growing countries, while also striving to support 
  initiatives in the fields of health, social care, and protection of the environment



Day 2
Friday, 13.9.2019

 09:00 – 10:00 Round table 2 moderated by Jonathan Normand
  B-Corp from Switzerland in food and energy
  CARMEN FRANKHAUSER   Deputy Director GGBa Invest Western Switzerland, Co-president 
  NiceFuture, board member B-Lab Switzerland
  Carmen uses the experience gained to promote Switzerland’s attractiveness for investors and 
  supports companies in setting up and expanding their activities in the region

  BRIAC BARTHES    Co-founder, CEO of HiLyte
  
  Adventurer and social entrepreneur, he was nominated by Forbes under 30 for the company 
  he cofounded, hiLyte, that brings clean and affordable electricity to rural Africa

  SOFIA DE MEYER    Co-founder Les Jus d’Opaline and Fondation Opaline

  This skilled entrepreneur and impactful leadership expert aims to enable a social inclusive 
  economy in Valais and the rest of Switzerland. With the company they redesign the usage 
  of what is now considered wasted fruits and generate new income streams

  PATRICK SCHMUTZ   Director Serbeco group

  Patrick has many years of experience in developing and implementing strategic direction 
  for renewable energy in the state of Geneva, Switzerland

  CHRISTOPHE BARMAN    Co-founder and general manager Loyco
  
  Christophe is committed to the promotion of sustainable entrepreneurship in admin and 
  back office services as well as training in participatory management and risk management

  CHRISTOPH INAUEN    Co-founder Choba Choba
  
  Christophe and his team have set up the first Swiss chocolate brand that is co-owned by 
  the cocoa producers itself. This cooperative is redesigning the future of how wealth 
  generated by commodity trading should be redistributed

 08:00 – 08:20 Keynote 3
  Sustainability at the heart of the Sick AG group
  DOROTHEA SICK-THIES    Entrepreneur, environmental activist, founder Protect the Planet
  For almost fifteen years, Dorothea Sick-Thies is involved with SICK AG in the areas of 
  environmental and climate protection, electromobility and sustainability. In private she is 
  tackling climate change by accelerating a peaceful energy transition

 08:35 – 09:00 Debate 1
  OCP: the African Pioneer in the Blue Economy 
  PROF. DR. GUNTER PAULI
  
  Gunter helps redesigning production and consumption into clusters of industries inspired by 
  natural systems

 08:20 – 08:35 Protect the Planet: from vision to action
  MARKUS GOHR    Networker, director Protect the Planet

  Protect the Planet is an environmental NGO taking action against climate change by networking, 
  strengthening and supporting relevant players from politics, economics and civil society

  HICHAM EL HABTI    Co-secretary General OCP Group, Cassablanca, Morocco
  
  Hicham El Habti is deputy Secretary General of OCP Group in Casablanca, a world leader in 
  phosphates and mining. Next to this he is also Secretary General of Mohammed VI Polytechnic 
  University in Benguerir, Morocco



 10:30 – 11:30 Debate 2 moderated by Urs Gredig
  Supporting visionary and passionate entrepreneurs through a benevolent economy
  CLARA GAYMARD    Co-founder Raise, in the board of Veolia, Bouygues, Danone, LVMH
  
  2006–2016 President and CEO of General Electric France. Officer in the National Order of 
  Merit and Knight of Legion of Honour, and a Commendatore of Italian Republic Merit Order

  GONZAGUE DE BLINIERES    Co-founder of Raise, former Chairman Equistone France
  
  With 40 years of investor experience, he was Managing Partner of Equistone Europe from 
  1992–2012, he chaired Barclays Private Equity France and co-chaired Barclays Private Equity 
  Europe. He is a member of the French Society of Financial Analysts and is a Knight of the 
  French Legion of Honour

 11:30 – 12:00 Elizabeth Sombart and the Resonnance Quintet play Ludwig van Beethoven
  Elizabeth Sombart, piano; Nathanaëlle Marie, violin; Saskia Lethiec, violin;
  Vinciane Béranger, alto; Christophe Beau, cello; Rémy Yulzari, basse

 12:00 – 13:30 Networking lunch

 14:15 – 15:00 Keynote 4
  The global startup competition aiming at impacting people’s lives
  ALISÉE DE TONNAC    CEO, co-founder Seedstars, board of School of Management Fribourg

  Nominated by Forbes as “Social entrepreneur under 30” and “Innovation Fellow of Wired”

 15:10 – 15:30 Keynote 5
  Transhuman Code and how-to bring ethics into AI
  CARLOS MOREIRA    CEO Wisekey
  
  United Nations Expert on CyberSecurity and Trust Models. He served during 17 years as UN 
  Expert for many leading organizations of the United Nations System

 10:00 – 10:30 Networking break

Day 2
Friday, 13.9.2019

 13:30 – 14:15 Walk through the old town of Zermatt and possibility to test and experience LiFi on site
  Guided by Urs Gredig

 15:00 – 15:10 One Creation Cooperative
  OLIVIER FERRARI    Sustainable thinker, CEO and founder of CONINCO

  One Creation Cooperative is a company that provides an instrument dedicated to the 
  investment community to support the rapid development of environmental technologies 
  through a global multisectoral approach



 15:30 – 16:30 Round table 3 moderated by Carlos Moreira
  How to protect individuals against AI, personal data usurpation and Illicit Trade
  PROF. GIANFRANCO BASTI    Pontifical Lateran University of Rome
  
  He is author of five books and of more than one hundred scientific and philosophical papers 
  on philosophy of logic, on cognitive sciences, and on philosophy of mind

  ALVISE GIUSTINIANI    Vice President Illicit Trade Prevention Philip Morris International

  After 3 years’ experience in the engineering industry at Sir William Halcrow & Partners, 
  London, Alvise joined Philip Morris in 1993 as Finance Supervisor in Munich. He holds an 
  MBA from INSEAD and has a degree in civil engineering from the University of Padua, Italy
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  DAVID BEHRENDS    Managing partner Sucafina, founder and president of Farmer Connect

  With over 20 years working experience in coffee trading at Louis Dreyfus and Noble Group, 
  David currently holds positions a as member of the Coffee Committee at Intercontinental 
  Exchange (ICE) Coffee Committee and is on the Advisory Committee on Producer Risk 
  Management of Fair Trade USA

 16:30 – 17:00 Networking break

 17:30 – 18:30 Entrepreneurs Forum moderated by Prof. Dr. Gunter Pauli
  Opportunities in the Blue Economy
  MATS B. NILSSON   Chairman, Founder of Biomimetic Technology
  
  He is a game changer and inventor of MHE – the world’s first patented organic biodegradable 
  – a truly natural organic and certified product with production sites in Australia and Sweden

  HENRY LIANG    President Taiwan Lung Meng Technology 
  
  Founded in 1998, LM’s steadfast commitment and sheer perseverance in spite of 
  innumerable setbacks finally culminated in the discovery of a unique papermaking 
  technology – one which supersedes the traditional method of using wood pulp – 
  to produce a truly unique and eco-friendly tree-free paper

  BRANDON PITCHER     Co-Owner of Blue Circle Developments
  
  Brandon Pitcher is an award winning developer, change agent, and educator; sharing his 
  passion for social and ecological entrepreneurship, systems thinking, and sustainability for 
  over 15 years. He is the perfect example of the blue economy thinking put into practice

  DAN MAPES    Founder, President of Verses
  
  He is a pioneer of the Internet era and both a true Silicon Valley and Hollywood connoisseur. 
  Working with holograms, lasers and various screening technologies since the 1990’s, he now 
  invests, supports and guides new technologies into the world. His next step is the 
  development of the Spatial Web

  RAIVIS VAITEKUNS    Co-founder of CoffeePixels
  
  Raivis and his Latvian team revolutionise the coffee industry by turning waste into nutrients 
  and food

  Frank VAN ROMPAEY    Directeur UNIDO

  

 17:00 – 17:30 Keynote 6
  Artificial Intelligence: serving humans or replacing humans?
  IDRISS ABERKANE    Researcher, teacher, entrepreneur, and author of ‘Free up your mind!’
  President Bioniria Foundation, President Chréage and General Bionics, Idriss held two doctorates 
  and a Ph.D. He is teaching at Ecole Centrale Supélec where he created the course “Geopolitics 
  and Economy of Knowledge” and has been a Visiting Scholar at Stanford University
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Possibility to sign the Anti-Illicit-Trade-Declaration at designated area

 18:30 – 19:00 Elizabeth Sombart and the Resonnance Quintet play Ludwig van Beethoven
  Elizabeth Sombart, piano; Nathanaëlle Marie, violin; Saskia Lethiec, violin;
  Vinciane Béranger, alto; Christophe Beau, cello; Rémy Yulzari, basse

  Mont Cervin Soirée
 19:00 – 20:00 Cocktail

 20:00 – 22:00 Dinner



Day 3
Saturday, 14.9.2019

 08:30 – 09:15 Keynote 7
  Fighting the Status Quo – Blue Economy
  PROF. DR. GUNTER PAULI   Author, founder of ZERI Network
  
  

 09:15 – 10:15 Debate 3
  Race for Water: Odyssee tangible impacts
  PROF. DR. GUNTER PAULI

 10:15 – 10:45 Debate 4
  From Green School to Blue University
  PROF. DR. GUNTER PAULI
  
  

 10:45 – 11:15 Elizabeth Sombart and the Resonnance Quintet play Ludwig van Beethoven
  Elizabeth Sombart, piano; Nathanaëlle Marie, violin; Saskia Lethiec, violin;
  Vinciane Béranger, alto; Christophe Beau, cello; Rémy Yulzari, basse

 11:30 – 12:15 Debate 5 moderated by Urs Gredig
  Island nations and their aspirations
  JAVIER MORALES    Project Manager El Hierro Transformation Programme
  Javier holds a PHD in Agriculture, is member of the Canarian Parliament and is responsible for
  the renewable project at El Hierro. This smallest of the Canary Islands is considered a world 
  pioneer in energy reduction and the first community to be totally self-sufficient in energy supplies

  JEAN-LUC WILAIN    Head of Business Development IBL Group
  
  He is a strategic person within Mauritius based IBL Group. With investments in various 
  industries and initiatives, IBL collaborates extensively with the Blue Economy team to increase 
  their positive impact in society and create a world first holistic sustainable hotel experience

  12:30 – 13:00 Conclusion
  FATHER NICOLAS BUTTET    Member of the Zermatt Summit Board
  
  He is founder of Eucharistein fraternity and the Philanthropos Institute of Anthropology and 
  graduated in law and involved in Swiss federal politics. Assistant professor in sociology 
  and the assistant to the Cardinal Etchegaray on the Council for Justice and Peace in Rome

 13:00 – 14:00 Networking lunch
  For the participants, who have to leave, a packed lunch is available

  MARCO SIMEONI     Founder of Race for Water
  
  A born entrepreneur, founder of Veltigroup. He created the “Race for Water” foundation 
  dedicated to take action for the preservation of the water and our oceans in particular. 
  Today, under a catastrophic plastic pollution

 11:15 – 11:30 Networking break

  JOHN HARDY     Co-founder of the Green School in Bali
  
  The Green School delivers pioneering education committing to providing internationally 
  recognised academic education. The uniqueness of the Green School lies in the integration 
  of traditional subjects, creative arts and green studies wrapped in rich layers of experiential, 
  environmental, and entrepreneurial learning



Zermatt Summit Foundation
World Trade Center, Av. Gratta-Paille 2
CH-1018 Lausanne (Switzerland)

Phone +41 21 644 20 54
laurenzfrederik.pauli@zermattsummit.org zermattsummit.org

For those who want to enjoy the Saturday 
afternoon in Zermatt, we are happy to 
assist you with program suggestions at the 
reception. Those who leave on Sunday, can 
book with us restaurant, walks, mountain 
tours and other attractions in Zermatt and 
the surrounding area. We look forward to 
seeing you.

Media partnersSponsor partners Network partners


